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AUNT MAI’S BUDGET. 

By Mrs. F. Steinthal. 

My Dear Children, -This month I am going to give you 
a change, for no children, nor even grown up people like 
always to notice the same kind of things. I have always 
asked you to look out , , away from you, and to tell me what 
you have seen. Now 1 want you to look in , , and to tell me 
something you will find in your own brain. Will you tell 
me the name of your favourite piece of poetry r Do not 
trouble to write it out, only give me the title and name of 
author. What I want you however to do, is to tell me why 
it is your favourite; why you like it better than any other 
poem. 

Send your letter before the 30th October to 

Your loving 

Auntie Mai. 


I 1 VY 1IU UUCo 


A dook will be given to the girl under 
darn, not larger than a square inch. 

A book will be given to the boy under 1 1 who polishes the 
^u ln ?' ece °f wood, about three inches square. 

„ . , ", 0r ’Carefully marked with name of competitor, to be 

Worl° re i° Ct0 ? er 3 ° th t0 Auntie Mai > Wharfemead, Ilkley. 
* ° rk retUrned wh *n accompanied by a stamp. 


Natural History Riddles 

Round theV:^ number for infor mation about prizes.] 
window. round the house, and leaves a white glove on the 


one leg and o 
er y fast can I fly. 
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Our Little Cooks. 


Clinton’s Sponge Pudding 1 Ptrcr . • , , . , 

flour; weight of the egg in butter Kf u, a ^ ln 
together, and add the yolk of the ^ f °. Ur and Gutter 
the white of the egg intfa foa ‘ n „ gg “ mlX wel1 - B “< 
again stin When^tiif. an, 

cup, and bake quickly. » ur un 


Door Mats. 

In a large Infant school I visited lately, little ones of five 
and six were busy making perambulator covers, but the 
mistress is endowed with unusual energy and patience, and 
as a rule I should not advise mothers to teach the work to 
children under six or seven. 

The materials required for a door mat are:— 1. 1 yar d of 
canvas (2s. a yard) a yard wide. 2. lb. of thrums, or the 
leavings of carpets, which is sold at the rate of 6 lbs. for 55. 
3. A length of wood 7 or 8 inches long, and ij inch wide! 
The lid of a cigar box furnishes the best wood. 4. A crochet 
hook. 5. Pair of scissors. 

The wool must be first wound round the wood, each piece 
separately, and cut through one end, leaving each piece of 
wool inches long. Choose the colour to begin with, put 
the two ends of the piece of wool together, put the crochet 
hook through the first hole, draw the wool through, loop it, 
and pull it to make it quite firm. 

It is the best plan to begin with the border, then decide 
what pattern will look best in the centre, and finally to choose 
the back ground. Any one colour can be bought at the rate 
of 1.?. 9 d. per lb. Cross stitch patterns can easily be copied, 
and any oriental rug or carpet furnishes innumerable designs. 
When the mat is finished, brush the back with glue and a 
little flour added, which stiffens the rug, and prevents any 
wool getting loose. Then seam on a strong piece of canvas, 
and the mat is finished. 

Mr. Thomas Pratt, Bridgnorth, and O. Newmann and Co., 
8 4> Newman Street, London, can supply canvas and wools, 
and the latter illustrated directions and designs. 
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WHAT SHALL WE PLAY r 

d; , rame . This is a suggestive game for children 

The Rhyne • . about , or of more active play, 

to play, when tire g Qr round a table, and the first 

The Player^ in ^ tQ his ri ght-hand neighbour, 
instantly find a rhyme for it. For -stance- 

,, 1 T_1 Qr»i n It 


I’m called Johnnie Spink, 
The neighbour might continue— 


Ur ’ i> m called Ada White, 

Answer: Who sits up all the night. 

I air. called Maria Hill, 

Answer : And always wear a pretty frill. 

I am called Elfrida Low, 

Answer : Who very early learned to sew. 

Children will rapidly multiply names and rhymes. 


Ball Game. 

The children must stand in a row, and the biggest child 
stands before them holding the ball. Whenever the thrower 
fails to catch the ball, as it returns to him, he must go to the 
lowest end of the row and the child at the top must take 
his place. 

1. Throw the ball to the first child, who must catch it 
with both hands. He returns it, and it is then thrown to the 
second, and so on. 

2 . Throw and catch with the right hand. 

3- Throw and catch with the left hand. ' 

4- Throw with the right hand and catch with the left. 

wn ‘ he left and catch with the right. 

en a child can do each of the above exercises with only 
one rmstake, he or she is called an apprentke 

The nex, exercises are for journeymen. 

his back toTh7row),Vatcf whh Ul th er thrower stands with 

o 'Tv, dlcn with the n?ht hanH 

3- Throw Tgd^ovef W ' th the le f* hand ' 

left hand. e shoulder, catch with the 


aunt MAI’s budget. 


623 


4 . Throw over the left shoulder • , , 

When any child can do these exerrko W f h , the r f^ /han d. 
only one fault, he is called a master t Uvelve times, with 
the following games : — ’ an mus t then practice 

1. Throw the ball five times ae- ' 

right hand, and catch it the sixth tinm ^ * Wal1 ’ with a flat 

2 . Throw two balls six times one tfi- t, 

right hand, catching them with the loft ^ i ° ther ’ with the 
to the right hand. anti P as sing them on 

3 . Throw a ball with each hand against a , 

both in the same. ° a wa ^> and catch 


Children’s Gardens. 

A hot bed or cupboard by a fireplace wm, 1 H k • 

bulbs more quickly. Everyone has tW br ', ng ° n the 

Messrs Carter also n, Y J l ? their P et seedsman, but 
Messrs. Carter, also Barr and Sugden are famous for bulbs 

Messrs. Prothero and Morris, of 6 7 , Cheapside, at their sties 

ave great bargains in the shape of bulbs of all sorts. But 

whi e you are getting your spring bulbs in order do not 

neglect your flower garden, which ought still to look brilliant 

with late blooms. Pull up weeds. Tie up Chrysanthemums 

ready for blooming. Look well to your seedlings, and if 

s rong enough plant out where you want them to bloom in 

spring. Carnations, pinks, polyanthus and auriculas should 

now be moved. Cut off withered flowers, and keep the beds 

as neat as possible. Now is the time to lay in your stpre of 

ulbs for winter and spring blooming. If you plant your 

nibs at once, you should have blooms by Christmas. 

White Roman Hyacinths are charming, for being small you 

°an plant six or eight bulbs in a pot, and by forcing in heat 

can have a nice show for Christmas. White Scillas are also 

valuable. Other bulbs, hyacinths, daffodils, narcissus, tulips, 

etc., may be potted at once, but it is best to manage so as to 

ave a succession, so keep some back till November, and plant 

intervals of a fortnight or so. Get ready some soil leaf 

Hiould, garden soil and sand. Be sure there is plenty of 

( rainage in the bottom of the flower pots, or if boxes have 

some holes bored. An easy way of forcing bulbs is to place 

0 flower pots when ready planted, in a wooden box capable 
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^irrht nots ef6t some cocoa nbre refuse 
of holding Six °£ ich g will P las ; two seasons, cover up p ot s to ’ 

price 4S.aD*g> in a warm cellar, coachhouse 

three incheS b rather dark place away from the frost ; water 

a r httle once a week, and in six weeks the leaves should begin 
? hi When the shoot is an inch high gradually remove 
fibre and place tiny flower pot over bulb till it gets a natural 

color’. When expose to the light by degree. 


The Banished Dwarfs. 

( German Folk-lore.) 

In a far distant country is a high mountain, in which for 
many, many hundred years tiny dwarfs have lived, so clever, 
that they could always make with their hands all that they saw 
with their eyes. They made the most beautiful jewelry, so 
fine that no human hand could copy it ; and the dwarfs kept 
the secret of the manufacture to themselves ; and when any 
man came near the mountain they would all run to a big 
room in the very interior, where not even a moonbeam could 
creep into. They had in this room millions of little lamps, 
made by themselves. These dwarfs were under a king, 
whom they had always to obey, and when anyone did some- 
thing that was wrong, the king’s herald would summon 
everybody, with three trumpet calls, to the great hall, where 
the king gave the punishment. One day the trumpet 
sounded louder than ever; the dwarfs who were working, 

hurrip^ 11 " W f f at 0I ? Ce ’ and tk ° se who had a clear conscience, 
the kin<y S w t ^ COldd i nto the hall, so as to get near 
slipped auied f h . OSe , who knew the Y had not been good, 
behind the oth" m ? 1 6 back of the hall, and hid themselves 
The W s J 8 ’ \° Pm ? the kin ^ would not see them, 
by the dwarfs so °c\ ^1°™ ° f r ° ck cr y sta l, carved for him 

from every point ^ tke milbon la mps were reflected 

stone, 7P He wore his crown, set with many precious 

so that their nrseftoucLdX d ^ OW 1 H S ° ^ bef ° re ^ ^ 
twenty mice, the king began gr ° Und ’ and a11 were as stl11 aS 
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“ My dear brothers and subjects ; : 

your king, we took counsel together as T l ° be 

could make to keep peace in our r- be best aws we 

that peace and order were to be obs^ed^’ s!^ ^ COncluded 
so ? ” oDserved. Say, was not that 

“ Yes - y es >” answered all the dwarfs. 

“ Then,” continued the kiny “ . i 

one in our city must have a special dutvT ^ every " 

be responsible for it being rightly done ? S ^ T’ a ° d mUSt 

“Yes ves ” shoutorl thL f nUydone? Sa Y> am I not right r ” 
* ’ yes > snouted the dwarfs a second time. 

“So that you may fear the results of wrong doiny ” thp 

king continued, “we decreed ,ha. every dwarf who lid lol 

obey u S , must go out ,nto the world and serve human being! 
Speak — was that not so ? ” ueings. 

\ es, yes, cried the dwarfs the third time. 

“So far, so good Now let the naughty dwarfs come 

"vl r n thClr PUniShment ‘ Hip ’ H °P aad Hup, 

The three dwarfs came up with drooping heads. 

“ ^ ou, Hip,” said the king, « yesterday forgot to get oil 
rom the oil well, so that the lamps could not be lighted, and 
the whole kingdom was in total darkness during the evening. 

e therefore banish you, and order you to go into the ear 
of a needle belonging to a poor old half blind woman, and 
to sit there so that you can help her with her work. When 
she is too tired to put the cotton through the ear, you must 
seize it, and pull it through, so that the poor woman is saved 
time and work. You must sit there till the needle breaks.” 
Hip made a very sad face, but he could of course make no 
remark. He bent one knee before the king, and left the 
hall and mountain without once looking round. 

Hop,” said the king, “ you have been equally careless. 

^ ou have not cleaned the steps and passages properly, and 
have left dust and stones on them, so that we have stumbled, 
and nearly fallen over them ; therefore I command you to go 
] nto the left shoe of a baby who is just learning to walk, to 
live between the sole and the leather. You must always 
he on the look out, and when the child lifts its right foot, 
y°u must jump out and remove any stone over which it 
could fall, before it puts its left foot down, and there you 

rnust re main until the shoe is torn.” 

V0L - IV.-no. 8. 2 k 


J 
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After this speech Hop 

said 


AUNT MAI'S BUDGET. 

made, a deep 


bow, and left 


the hall. „ said the king, “ you have been 

<<AS - f0r j/^H in and Hop. You have run about on the 
naughtier da H p ^ have exposed our gold and 

sTa”r and crystal to the moon light, so that mankind if , hey 
had Ln them would have come to search for our treasures, 
which we hide from all human eyes. You shall therefore be 
shut up in a long round dungeon that man has just invented, 
and called a kaleidoscope. You must sit there and make 
wonderfiil pictures for the children of men, and no picture 
must resemble another, but you must always invent new ones 
until the glass door of the prison is broken.” 

Hup was very unhappy at the thought that perhaps for 
many years he would be shut up in one room, but like the 
others, he dare not speak, and sadly left the mountain. 

After the three had thus departed everything went on as 
formerly; for the dwarfs were careful to behave well after 
hearing these sentences. But one year had passed, when the 
great trumpet was again heard, and called the dwarfs to the 
great Hall. The king sat again on his throne, and on the 
lowest step knelt Hip. 

“Behold, brothers and subjects,” said the king, *‘our 
brother Hip has completed his sentence as we ordered, and 
has come once more to us, and we have called you together 
to hear what lesson he has learnt. 

Mighty king, answered Hip, “ my experience has been a 
simple one. I lived in the ear of a needle, with an old 
woman, who sewed from morning to night. She wore very 
ig spectacles, and when she threaded her needle, she held it 

bem o ° Se t0 ’ bUt m Spite of the thread always 

woma711 t f ° r riglU ° f the e "> and the poor old 
''Oman would sig*h dppnhr fx*. ^ r 

After I came to lFve in the ear T m ° ment waS P rec ; oUS ; 
and catch the thread ar ’ 1 USed to stretch handout 

of course, greatly delighted the ^ iT^ thr ° Ugh ?*’ 

her eyes were getting- 1 , d woman > wh o imagined 

sewed until one dav tL rn and y ° unger - She *ewed and 
and her head sank ? ted e and thread fell on to her knee, 
her, and a cry ^r.. ! ^ neighbours found 

One woman took up her ^ ° U1 " g ° od nei 8‘hbour is dead. 

P «r work saying, “ I w iH fi nish the hem 
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that it broke, and I sprang awav hFv “ Wkh SUch force 

•‘Well done," said the ■*»*’« 

hope y ° U Wi “ ^ — n 

Hip bowed and thanked the kino- ^ , 

joyfully to his old friends, and wished with the Sk | Pped ° ff 
and Hup would soon return. em ^°P 

The wish was soon fulfilled in Hop’s case f„, 

later he stood in the big hall, and told the king theTto^ 
of his imprisonment. s e story 

“ l ran into a nursery in a very big house. It was verv 
early in the morning, and in one bed lay a most beauS 
ch.ld .n deep sleep The nurse was even then' busy pre 
panng the clothes for the day. On a chair stood l pair 
of dear l.ttle shoes 1 skipped in between the sole and 
eather of the left shoe, and quietly waited until a lovely 
lady came into the room.” y 

“ Does m y little boy sleep still ? ” she asked. 

Her voice awoke the child, who stretched out his fat 
dimpled arms, and they kissed one another so tenderly that 
I nearly cried in my prison. Then the nurse dressed the 
boy , and at the last put on the two shoes because he was 
beginning to learn to walk.” 

Oh, I do hope he won’t fall as he did yesterday,” said 
his mother. “ Look at the bruise on his poor arm.” 

“ To their surprise the boy not only ran about without 
falling, but jumped and sprang about as though he had 
walked for years. The parents were delighted, and told 
everyone of the cleverness of their child. One day when he 
was running in the park with his mother, a gipsy woman 
came up to her and begged her to let her tell her fortune. 
She turned the woman away, and to av'oid her, went down a 
side walk. When she returned to look after her child, she 
found him crying because the gipsy had taken his pretty 
shoes. So I came on the foot of a wild gipsy child. He 
could not walk, but spent his days in kicking stones and walls 
with such force that I saw to my joy that the shoes were 
getting worn. At last one day the child kicked so hard 
against a root of a tree that the sole was torn off, and I 
escaped and came here.” 
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had bee "’ and WaS alIow edTo 

H °p was fog other dwar f s . 

live agam *■» ' fare so we ll as the others. He sat j n 
Poor Hup . n a sho p, and when any customer took 
his kaleidoscop , ^ most perfect picture s ever seen. But 
him up, ^ new> and no one seemed inclined to 

such toys w ^ fether came with a spoilt daughter who 
bu / 1 Jant to have any more dolls, and did not know what 
d * d " d t At last she decided to have the kaleidoscope, 
fnd took it home, and played with it one afternoon, and then 
out it into a cupboard and forgot it. Ihere Hup sat many 
tears The child grew up. Once she opened the cupbo.ard 
t y 0 g e t out something she wanted, when she caught sight 
of the kaleidoscope. She held it to one eye. 

“Ah,” she said “how curious that I enjoyed this so much 
when I was a child, and now I don’t even think it pretty.” 
She held it to the sewing maid, who, after she had looked 
through, cried “ Ah, if only I could buy one.” 

Her mistress laughed, and said “you are very easily 
satisfied if such an old plaything pleases you.” The poor 
girl sighed. “ Take this if you like,” said the young lady, 
who was in a very good temper ; “ it is only in my way.” 

The maid took it with many thanks. She knew very 
well what she wanted to do with it. She had a brother and 
a lame mother to keep. He helped a little by writing, and 
the mother by sewing, but they were too delicate to do much. 
The brother also drew designs, and the moment his sister 
saw the wonderful pictures, she at once thought that it would 
e of the greatest use to him. Hup understood his duties 

ttf t’ if nd Sh ° Wed tke art * st such exquisite and new designs 
, 6 ra P idl y got a name for his good work, and the 
to ni T 1 ? T t ^ le tovvn s°on kept him working from morning 
of thp k fu WaS S0 ha PPy when he saw the bright faces 
thinkinv nit ^ , s * ster > and often lay awake at night 
family. \t 1 ° " es '£ ns '•hut would bring more fame to the 
was no mnr p aSt * became so rich that the kaleidoscope 
in a cupboard hpV ^ and ^ was P ut a place of honour 
wreath of the hr fh ? ss door, by the side of the brida 
three years anr/ G ' S bldde ’ and there it remained one, two, 
sons, who was iust^m ^ ne da T one °f the brother’s little 
3 t old enough to play with tin soldiers, 


, . __ UM 

caught sight of it, and cried until vj 

kaleidoscope in his hands and H S m . 0ther £ ave him the 

long rest, had to remember how to m^ “ “ SUCh a 

more. The little one was not fl k ? ? W P atter ns once 
but wanted to see where the nict^ G Wlth lookin & onl y> 
pressed the glass so hard with his and he 

the glass flew into a hundred d e " ^ w . Snap * 
only broken pieces of coloured^! ^ ' f ° Und mSlde 
had been very sharp he would hn ^ f ^ ^ pearls - But if he 
gold on which Hup had sat for uZtyytr^ St ° 01 ° f 

and d ° ** g~w 

much changed, and when he returned ? ^ ^ ° ld friends 

delighted to find 

Competitions. 

Owing to the holidays, very few children have sent work 

me Sl * b J ects will therefore be given in November, and 
the caps and models sent will be judged then. 

there^vin^’ beg ’. mning '. in J anua ry, owing to many requests 
there will be subjects given to girls over twelve. 


Natural History. 

Mabel Herring, Percy Godding, Lilian and Ryk Van de 
yl, Africa, have guessed the riddles, and Dolly Dyke has 
sent a very good diary of one day. 


